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OF THE 


Commons of Englind 
S1:N 
Parliament aſſembled, 


For the Relief, and booms of 
the Poor, and the puniſhing of Vagrants 


and other diſorderly Perſons, within the 
City of Londoy, and Liberties thereof. 
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ns: 
Is 


Whereby is conſtitured a Corporacion, or 


Body Politick,confiſting of a Preſident, Deputy, 
Treaſurer, and Affiſtants for the due ordering 
and putting in execution the ſaid AR. 


PRI 


| 


$44b64566300 236 5SS36565353:5:05 


os 
759 
ing 
of 
ng 
Gs 
+ 
Ve 


m—ey 
cbÞÞ 


Printed by James Fleſher, Printer to the * 
Honourable City of London. 1654. 
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AN ACT 


+ 5 
The Relief, and Imployment of the 


poor, and the Puniſhment of 
Vagrants, and other diſorderly 


Perſons, within the City of London 
and Liberties thereof. 


TIS i Hereas the neceſſity,num- 
SEE) ber, and increaſe of the 

Poor, is very great with- 
in the City of London,and 

dg rASS> | Libertics thereof , for 
S2o55cop5geec] Want of due proviſion, 
for their relief & imployment; and through 
neglect of the due execution of ſuch Laws 
and Statutes, as have beene formerly made; 
For remedy whereof, and for the better exe- 
cution of the Laws and Starutes heretofore 
made in this behalf, and for the further re- 
drefſe of the miſchiefs intended to be 
oy. A 2 hereby 


-T-1T1-1-X-1-1--: 


(2.) 
hereby remedied; Be it enaRted by this 
preſent Parliament, and by the authority of 
the ſame, and it 1s hereby enacted, Thar 
from henceforth, there be and ſhall be 1 
Copper Corporation within the laid City of Londen, 
Preſident, De- ANd Liberties thereof, conkilting of a Preſj- 
uy Arik dent, Deputy to the Preſident, a Treaſurer, 
Aſciſtants, and fatty eight Afſhſtants, whereof the Lord 
Maior of the ſaid City, tor the time being, 
to be the Preſident, and ten of the ſaid 
Afſfittants to be of the Aldermen of the 
ſaid City for the time being, and the other 
ffty to be Freemen of , and Inhavicants of 
the ſaid City, cholen our of the leveral! 
Wards of the ſaid City, two out of eveiy 
Ward reſpeCtively; And that Sir Jobn Wol- 
laſton, Iſaac Penington, Thomas Atkin, Thomas 
Andrews, Samuel Avery, John Bide, T homas 
Vyner, Rowland Wilſon, Chriſtopher Pack, and 
John Dethick, Aldermen- of the ſaid City, 
ſhall be the firſtten Aldermen of the pre- 
ſent Aſsiſtants, and that Francs Waterhouſe 
ſhall be the preſent Deputy to theFreſideor, 
and that Maurice Gething, ſhall be the prelent 
Treaſurer, and-that James Ruſſell, Richard 
'Ghd, William Jeſton, Tempeſt Milner, Willa 
- Kend all 


(39 
Kendall, Toby Liſle , Fdmund Whitewell, Tohn 
(ock, Robert Mead, William Bromwich, Tohn 
Everett, John Jones, John Bellamy, Tohn Babing- 
ton, Richard Garforth*, Robert Tichbourne , 
lohn Perrin, T homas Bromfueld, Samuel Moyer, 
Dierich Hoſt, Richard Coyſh, Nicholas Corſellss, 
William Pennoyer, Chriſtopher Loaves, Lawrence 
Steel, Richard Floyde, . Thomas Jenner, Lawrence 
Brinley, Rice Buſh, Thomas White, Benjamin 
Blundell, Thomas Dawney, Abraham Babington, 
Jacob Inrin, Edward Odlin, Thomas Britwell, 
ſames Story, John Berriford, William Wyberd , 
Richard Waring , John Dodd, Walter Lee, 
Harman Sheaf , John Fletcher , Owen Rowe, 
Mk Hilſley, John Stone, and Clement Leton, 
Citizens of Lendon, {hall be the other Af: 


ſtarts, and that the ſucceeding Deputy, 2:py Prp- 


dent, and Treas 


and Treaſurer ſhall from henceforth, and jr, tobe 


from time to time be Eligible by the ſaid eget 


Corporation, or any ſeven, or more of 
them, yearly on the five and twentieth day 
of Ie, or within twenty eight days then 
next follþwing, and ſhall have hereby 
power and authority, and are hereby. au- 
oriſed- at any time or times, upon. juſt 
and reaſonable caufe, to amove the {a1d 

A 3 De- 


(4) 
Deputy, and Treaſurer for the time being 
or either of them from their places, Anq 
upon ſuch removall, or death of them, or 
pr.ng es. of either of. them, to efe& one other Deputy, 
ſures, 0.* - and Treaſurer, or either of them into the 
{a1d place, or places reſpetively; And tha 
Five Aldermen {ſuch five of the ten Aldermen (being 
yearly. —Afſiſtants) as the Common-councell of the 
City of London think fit, ſhall fall off, or 
be amoved yearly, on the ſaid five and twen- 
Other fire Al- tjeth day of June, or Within twenty eight 


dermen to be 


cletedby days after; And that other five Aldermen 
cancel, ſhall be yearly elefted, by the ſaid Com- 
mon-councell, on the day and time afore- 

faid, to be Aſliſtants inthe place of ſuch as 

ſhall ſo fall off, or be amoved; And that 

ſuch five and twenty of the other Afhſtants, 

as the ſeverall Wards reſpeCtively ſhall think 

fir, ſhall likewiſe fall off, ro be amoved 

yearly on the ſaid five and twentieth day 

Twenty fire of June, or Within twenty cight days after; 
£8 yarly. and that five and twenty other perſons,ſhall 
be yearly elected within the time aforeſaid 

| by the Inhabitants of every Ward reſpe- 
Qively, to be aſliſtants in the places of ſuch 

as ſhall die, or be amoved as aforeſaid; 


And 


(5) 
And that the firſt choice of all the aid Aſſ- 
tants ſhall be made upon the five and twen- 
iech day of June in the year of our Lord 
God 1650, *or within twenty eight days 
then next following. And 1t is further en- The Incoryo- 
aRed,,by the authority aforelaid ; That the 
aid Preſident, Deputy , Treaſurer, and 
Aſiſtants for the time being, ſhall for ever 
hereafter, in name and fact, be one Body 
Politique, and Corporate in Law, to all 
intents and purpoſes, and ſhall haye a per- Perera 
petuall Succeſs1on, and ſhall be called by 
the name of the Preſident, and Gover- Tite. 
nours, for the Poor of the City of London, 
and Liberties thereof, and ſue or plead, or 7% (7 Pra? 
be ſued and impleaded by the name afore- ded. 
ſaid, in all Courts and places of Judicature 
within this Nation : *And by that name 
{hall and may without Licenſe in Mort- 
main purchaſe, or receive any. Lands, or x, guctate os 
Tenements, Hereditaments, not exceeding reive Lands, 
the yearly value. of two thouſand pounds 
of the Gift, Alienation, or Deviſe of any. 
perſon or perſons, who are hereby without 
further Licenſe, enabled to give the ſame, 
and any Goods, Chanels, or ſummes of 


Money, 
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Any leven to 
keep Courts. 


Money, whatſoever, to the ule, intent, ang 
purpoſe, hereafter limuted, and appointed, 
And the ſaid Corporation, or any ſeven of 
them ſhall have hereby powers aad autho. 


rity from time to time, to. meet and keep 


A Common 
Seal. 


Any two.to 
apprehend idle 
perſons, 


Courts, for the ends and purpoſes in this 
A&t expreſſed, at ſuch time and place, as 
ſhall be appointed by the faid Preſident 
or his Deputy, who are hereby required 
upon deſire of any four of the ſa1d Cor- 
poration, at any time to cauſe a Court to 
be warned accordingly ; And ſhall have 
hereby authority from time to time, to 
make, and appoint a Common Seal for 
the ule of the ſaid Corporation, Anditis 
further ena&ted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That it 1s, and ſhall be lawfull ro, and 
for the ſaid Prefiderft and Governours of 
the ſaid Corporation, for the time being, 
or any two of them, from time to tirne, 
to apprehend, or cauſe to be apprehended, 
any, Rogues, - Vagrants, Sturdy Beggers, 
1dle,' and diſorderly perſons within the 
ſaid City, and Liberties, and to cauſe them 
to beſet and kept to work ; And ſuch of 
them-as by any former Statute, are _ 

re 


(7) 

red to be Rogues, to be. duly puniſhed ne out oy be 
by putting 4n the Stocks , or whipping, as 
they ſhall finde cauſe; and ſhall alſo have 
power to diſpole of them to their places of 
birth, or laſt abode, as the cale, according 
to the Laws and Statutes 1n that caſe pro- 
vided ſhall require; and alſo that it (hall 
bee lawfull for the ſaid Preſtdent , ard Go- = 
vernours or any two of them, to appre- caſe over 
hend, or caule to bee apprehended , and fe; wal 
kept at worke , all ſuch other Poore Per- 
ſons, and Baſtard children,and other Poore 
children able to work, and inhabiting 
within the ſaid City and Liberties, who are 
chargeable to any Pariſh, or have not (uffi- 
cient to maintaine themſelves ; And in caſe 
of their refuſall ſo to worke , That then 
it ſhall and may bee lawtull, ro and for the 
ſaid Preſident, and Governours , or. any 
ſeven of them to puniſh , or eaule to.bee -.. i 
puniſhed as Vagrants, ſuch perſons ſo refu. 0 .  * WI 
ſing to work ;, And bee it further enaCted to worke, wv | 
by the authority aforeſaid , as well forthe * © 
purpoſes aforeſaid , as for the better execu- 
tion of Juſtice within the. laid City and Li- 
berties, That all and everythe Aldermen of 

B the 


(8) 
All the Aldets 


All the Alder* the ſaid City, Which hath performed and 
ogy is ol paſſed, or that hereafter perform and paſſe 
'* theOffice of Sheriffe of London, at the end of 

his, and their Sherivalty, and during ſuch 

time as heand they ſhall continue Alder- 

man, taking the Oath of a Juſtice of Peace 
appointed by Parliament, which the Maior, 
Recorder, or either of them, hereby have 

power to adminiſter unto them; ſhall be 

hereby a Juſtice of Peaceto all intents and 

purpoſes whatſoever ; and ſhall and may 

from henceforth doe and execute accord- 

ingly within the ſa:d City and Liberties 

thereof without any other Commiſſion, 

_ any Law, Statute, Cuſtome, or Uſage 1n 

any wiſe to the contrary notwithſtan6ing, 

ne St, Provided always, That no Seſſions of the 
ens of Peace. - Peace ſhall be holden, and kept within 
the ſaid City and Liberties, without the 

preſence or appointment of the Maior, or 
Recorder, and the preſence of three, or 

more, of other Juſtices of Peace of the ſaid 

City for the time being. And be ir further 

enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 

in regard of the great inequaliry of che 
ordering, and relieving of the Poore 

7 through 
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through the different abilities' of the ſeverall 
and reſpe&ive Wards, in the City of London, 
and Liberties thereof, The ſaid Corpora- 
tion or any ſeven” of them, {hall be hereby 
authoriſed with conſent of the Commons« wa.s wit the 
Councell of the faid City, to divide the ſe- Jad 
vera] Wards, with the Poor, and Stock to yid:d ino 
them belonging, into four equall parts *** ys 
and proportions, for the more effeCtuall 
and indifferent relief of the Poor, and the 
avoiding future differences, and difſentions 
between the rich and poor Pariſhes, And 
it 1s enacted by the authority aforeſaid, for 
the better relief of impotent aged perſons, 
and others not able to work, and fit to 
be relieved, and for the imploying of the 
other Poor as aforeſaid, within the ſaid 
City and Liberties, and providing all 
things for the execution of the work, 1n- 
tended by this Act , "That if the ſaid Pre- To Cenive MM 
ſident and Governours ſhall certifie their "7% -» Mi 
want and defect, either of a preſent ſtock 99» Councell, 
for the foundation thereof, or for ſupply 
thereof for the future, and whar ſumme 
and ſummes of Money they think fir for 
the ſame under their Common Seal to 

£- Fx oe 


Comms che Common-Councell of the ſaid City | 


Counce.. to 


proportion the That thereupon the faid Common councel| 
he Wards. are. hereby authoriſed and required from 
timeto time to fer down and aſcertaine ſuch 
competent ſumme or ſummes of Money 

for the purpoſes aforeſaid , and the ſame 

to proportion out upon the ſeverall Wards 

as they ſhall thinke fit; and thereupon the 

Who ſhall axe Aldermen, Deputy , and Common-coun- 
the Intable. = cell-men of every Ward, or the greater 
number of them, ſhall have power and 
authority , and are hereby required equally 

and indifferently, according to proportion 
appointed for the ſeverall Wards as afore- 

ſaid, to taxe and rate the ſeverall Inhabitants 

within the ſaid reſpe&tive Wards: with 

which taxe, if any perſon or perſons 

ſhall finde him, or themſelves grieved, as 
ſuppoſing the ſame to bee unequall, heeand 


Relief for they ſhall, and may make their complaint 


* any unequall 


raxd,  knowne to the Juſtices of the Peace, at 
the next open Seſhons, who ſhall take ſuch . 

finall order therein,as in like caſes 1s already 

by the Law provided. And it is further 

enacted by the authority aforeſa1d , That 

it ſhalland may-bee lawfull co, and for 

the 


SIS | 
heſard Preſident and Governours , upon 
axarions , and diſtribution made as afore- (5horanen 
Cid, the ſame being made knowne to << to receive 
them by the ſaid Aldermen , or Deputy of TT” 
the ſaid ſeverall Wards by their Certificate 
in writing under their hands, to make 
warrants under the hands of them, or any 
wo of them, to bee directed to any one , 
or more of their Officers, to demand , ga- 
ther and receive, of every perſon and per- 
ſons, ſuch ſumme and ſummes of Money, 
5 ſhall be aſleſled upon them, by vertue 
of the Taxations and Contributions afore- 
ſaid; And for default of payment withinten ls _— 
dayes after demand made thereof , or no- 94%. 
ice in Writing left at the dwelling houle, 
or lodging ot every perſon ſo aſſeſſed, to 
leavy the ſame by diſtreſle and ſale of the 
goods of every ſuch perſon, and after ſa- 
usfaction made, to reſtore the ſurpluſage 
tO the party ſo diſtrained. And it is fur- 
ther enaCted. by the authority aforeſaid ; au ſeven of 
That the aforeſaid Corporation , or any ** Coporti: 


ON tg EXecute 


even perſons, Members thereof , or the ub 5 one 
Fr J J J b Juſtice, &c. 
* eputy and Treaſurer ( for the time 
ung ) or one of them, together with one 
| B 3 or 


12 
Deputy and or more of the Aldermen of the ſaid City 


like. Members of the ſaid Corporation, ſha] 
and may within the ſaid City and Liber. 

ties doe and execute in every reſpeCtfor th, 

better carrying on of this work , ſuch 

thing, or things, Ac, or Acts, as is allow, 

and appointed by any Law, or Statute, tg 

be done and executed by any one, 

more [uſtice, or Juſtices of Peace of th; 

ſaid City; or of any County within this 

Realm, for and concerning the relicf and 
imployment of the Poor, and the pu. 
niſhment of Vagrants, and other ditor- 

derly perſons, and the ſetting and keeping 

them to work within the ſaid City, and 

Liberties thereof, And ro pur in execution 

any Law or Statute, (now in force) touch- 

ing binding out poor children Appreni- 

ces, for the relief of the Poor, puniſhing 

Rogues and Beggers; And for effefing 

the remedies hereby intended. And 1 is 

enated by the authority aforeſaid, That 

the ſaid Preſident and Governours, orany 

ſeven of them, ſhall have power from 

time to time, to make and conſtitute Or- 
2rns. ders and Bylaws, for the beer relievins 
regu A 


(13) 
regulating, and ſetting the Poor on work, 
and the apprehending and puniſhing of 
Rogues, Vagabonds, and Beggers within 
he ſaid City and Liberties, that have not 
wherewith honeſtly ro maintain them- 
:lves, and for other the matters aforeſaid ; 
Provided, the ſaid Orders and By-laws ſhall - -r Sub 
from time to time, be preſented ro, and & * 
allowed by the Common-councell of the 
ſaid City, and by three, or more of the 
Juſtices of the Upper Bench, Common 
Pleas, and Barons of the Exchequer. And ir 


js further enacted by the authority aforeſaid ; 


That the Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation, Tre/i:r oc- 


. . compt yearly, 
for the time being, ſhall once 1n every year 


yearly, berwreen the four and twentieth of 
June, and the nine and twentieth. of Sep- 
ember, or oftner, it need require, give a 
true and perfe&t accomprt in writing of all 
the receipts, charges, and disburſments in, 
and about the premiſes, unto the Auditors, 
for the time being, appointed for taking 
the Accompts of the Chamberlain, and 
Bridgemaſters of the ſaid City, and the 
laid Accompt to remain in the cuſtody of 
the Chamberlain of the ſaid City ; And it 


IS 


(14) 
is enaſted by the authority aforeſziq 
that an Ordinance made this preſent Pat. 
ament the ſeventeenth day of Decemby; 
1647. and every claule and thing therein 
contained, concerning any proviſion and 
relief for the Poor of London, and the Li. 
berties thereof, be, and are hereby mad: 
Null and repealed. And it 1s enacted by 
Corporation the authority aforeſaid, Thar it ſhall and 
ny Chariable May be layotull to and for the ſaid Preſi- 
git 8 dent and Governours, or ſeven of them, 
to make enquiry for, and after any char! 
cable gifr, or grant heretofore given and 
appointed, or hereafter to be given and 
appointed to, and for the maintenance and 
relief of the Poor within the (aid City 
and Liberties thereof , and to a& and pro- 
ceed thereupon for diſcovering and reform: 
ing the miſimployment thereof , 1n ſuch 
manner as any Commiſſioners for charits- 
ble uſes, may doe by vertne of the Statute 
A of 43 Eliz. Chap.q4. And that the {aid Pie- 
Sc. ſearch ſident and Governors ſhall, and may by 
cords, &, themſelves, or ſuch as they ſhall appoint 
under their Common: Seal, freely and 


without fees ſearch in any Courts, 0! 
Offices 


(15) Wet 


offices for any Records, or evidences, for 

he diſcovery- of any matter or thing con- 

cerning theſame. Andairis further enacted, 

That the ſaid Preſident and Governours, or as 

2ny twenty, or more of them, being aſſem- chooſe Of. 

bled together, ſhall have hereby power to CITY 

chooſe, and entertain'all ſuch Officers and 

others, as ſhall be needful| ro be imployed 

in, and about the premiſes, and them, or 

any of them from time to time to remove, 

as they ſhall ſee cauſe ; And upon the death 

or removall of them, or any of them, to 

chooſe others 1n their places for the-carry- 

ing on of this work, and to make, and 

give ſuch reaſonable allowances unto them, 

orany of them, out of the ſtock and reve- 

nue belonging to the ſaid Corporation, as 

they ſhall think fir; and 1t is enacted by 

the authority aforeſaid, for the further re- 

ef, and imploying of the ſaid poor, with- 

n-the ſaid City and Liberties thereof, 

That the ſaid Preſident and Governours, 

or any ſeven of them ſhall have hereby 

Power to erect one or more Work-houle 

wr Vork-houſes for receiving, - relieving, 7, «..s 

nd ſetting. the poor.to work, and one or Wek-boutes, 
C more 


To plead the 
general iſſue, 


».* (103 
more houſe or houſes of Corredtion, ;, 
they ſhall think fir, for puniſhing 
R ogues, Vagabonds, and Beggers; And i: 
is further enated by the authority afore. 
ſaid, that if upon any action, ſuc, or plain; 
to be commenced, or proſecuted by any 
perſon or perſons, in any Court whatſy. 
ever, againſtthe ſaid Preſident and Goyer- 
nours, any of the ſaid Juſtices of the peace 
hereby authoriſed, or any of them, or any 
perſon or perſons, for doing or executing 
any thing by their, or any of their Order, 
Warrant, command, or direQion, or com. 


ing into their, or any of their atd, or aſſiſt. 


ance, in, about or concerning the premi- 
ſes, the Defendant or Defendants may 
plead the generall iſſue of not guilty, and 
ſhall and may give the ſpeciall marcer in 
evidence, and if upon triall of the caulc, 
ic ſhall appear the {aid defendant, or defen- 
dants, did act or doe the matter in queſtion 
by vertue of this Act, or that the marter of 
fact whereupon the iſſue is joyned., w3 
done in any other County, then where the 
ſame fais laid-to be done, That in ſuc! 


caſe the Jury that ſhall cry the ſame, - 
| l wa N 


(17) 

find thedefendant, or defendants in every 
ſuch a&ton, plaint, or ſuit, not guilty ;-And 
if in any action, plaint, or ſutt the plaintiffe 
or plaintiffs become non-ſuir, or ſuffer any 
diſcontinuance thereof, or verdict ſhall paſs 
againſt him, or them , thac in every the ſaid | 
caſes, the defendant, or defendants ſhall 
have double coſts, and all other advantages 
and remedies, as in otner cales where coſts 
by the Laws of this Realm are given to de- 
fendants; And 1t is further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, that all Sheriffs, Bayliffs, 
Conſtables, and all other Officers, and Mi- 
nifters of Juſtice, ſhall be aiding and afſhſt- 
ing to the ſaid Corporation, or any of them, 
and unto all ſuch Officers as ſhall be im- 
ployed by them for the better execuring, 
and performance of the ſaid ſervice- 


H.Scobell ( leric Parliament. 


Die Lune, 7. Mati,1649, 
Rdered by the Commons Aſſembled,in Par- 
liament, that this AF be forthwith Printed 
and publiſhed. 


Hen. Scobell, Cler,Parliament. 
FINIS. 


